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Resources            will complete construction of Cheyenne River Indian Health Service Center            
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May 15,            2009, Washington, DC-
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            Today, Rep. Herseth Sandlin announced that 38 Indian Health Service            (IHS) facilities in South Dakota will receive funding as part of the            American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The funding will help            support equipment and facilities construction projects across South            Dakota, including building renovations, new ambulances, water treatment            upgrades and a wind turbine on Pine Ridge. Importantly, the announcement            includes sufficient resources to fully complete the Cheyenne River Indian            Health Service Health Center (CRSU) in Eagle Butte. 
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Rep. Herseth Sandlin helped            pass ARRA, also known as the Stimulus bill, which overall provided IHS            with $227 million “for the completion of up to two facilities from the            current priority list for which work has already been initiated.” Cheyenne            River is one of those two facilities.
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“For too long, the health            care needs of Indian Country have been neglected,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin            said. “Delays in construction of health care facilities and lack of            caregivers have contributed to sub-standard health care among Native            populations in South Dakota. I’m particularly pleased that this needed            funding will fully complete the new hospital in Eagle Butte – a significant            step that will have a real effect on the daily lives of families in            Cheyenne River.
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According to the Department            of Health and Human Services, ARRA funds are to be expended by the IHS            as follows: $227 million for health facilities construction, $100 million            for maintenance and improvements, $85 million for health information            technology, $68 million for sanitation facilities construction, and            $20 million for health equipment that will help improve health care            in Indian Country.
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A full list of projects            receiving funding, including those in South Dakota, can be found by            
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clicking           
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 or visiting:

http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/ihs/preawardfundingstate.html
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